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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1 1723 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH OFFER OF "ASSISTANCE" TO LEBANON 

BEIRUT RADIO AND PRESS SEPTEMBER 18 ANNOUNCED PRIME 
MINISTER KARAME'S EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE FOR 
PUBLIC PLEDGE OF "ASSISTANCE" OFFERED TO LEBANON 
BY THE FRENCH COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. WHEN WE ASKED 
FRENCH EMBASSY WHAT WAS INVOLVED THEY DOWNPLAYED 
ITS IMPORTANCE. THEY SAID OFFER AMOUNTS TO BEING 
MORAL ASSISTANCE ONLY AND IS A REITERATION OF 
SIMILARLY WORDED OFFER MADE JULY 2. THE OCCASION 
THIS TIME WAS FOREIGN MINISTER TAQLA'S PRESENCE IN 
PARIS. OFFER AMOUNTED TO GESTURE OF 
FRIENDSHIP WHICH LEBANESE RECIPROCATED THROUGH 
NICE WORDS OF PRIME MINISTER. GODLEY 
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